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August 10,2008

\ " •

(-^ Office of die General Counsel
LSI Federal Election Commission
-< 999EStnet,NW
™ Washington, DC 20463

<q- Re: MUR 5982 (Chrirfff* J*̂ "*"**̂ )
O
» Dear General Counsel:

This is further to my letter of August 6,2008 regardmg our coniplaint against Ouisti]
Jeontags, Chris Jemtinp MUR
5982. In the August 6 letter, I advised the Federal Election OMmnission of our, albehrductant,
intention to file in the District Court fa the District of Columbia p
Absent word from you, our target date for fifing is Friday, August 15. Realistically, there is no other
choice, since it is new a month beyond the 120 days and less than 90 days imtfl the general election.

In my previous letter, I also indicated a reluctance to issue press releases or otherwise to
comment publicly on ongoing legal or administrative proceedings. As a lawyer, I still very much
prefer no to do so. In this case, however, the alleged violations have already greatiy harmed our
campaigns through two election cycles - and appear to have controlled into a third. Bom Ms. Jennings
and I, as wall as Congressman Vem Buchimim (who was also potentially impacted), are running again
this November. In the cucumstanoes, after consultation with sev^
issues, there appean to be very little practical ahenutive to going public.

Accordingly, attached is a copy of a press release we propose to issue on Thursday, August 14,
unless we bear from you. While it appean to all of the lawyers who have reviewed ft felly to conform
to FEC confidentiality guidelines, we wanted to give the General Counsel's OfiBce an oppoctunity to
review h in advance. In so doing, please let me reiterate that my counsd and I remamwe^
and in sympatiry wroX the problems encountered by the FEC due to the lack of a quonHn for so man^
months. On the other hand, we are also, you will surely understand, very coiicenied about the brief
time remaining until the election.

Thank you again for your consideration.

Cc: Robert A. Burka, Esq.
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™ SCHNEIDER DISCLOSES FEC COMPLAINT AGAINST JENNINGS
1 AO Jan Schneider, candidate for Congress in the Florida 13* CcmgresskMial District (NPAX has
oo disclosed a complaint filed with the Federal Election Commissioa(FEQagamst rival Christiiie
<M JeDniiigs(D). llie statutory 120-day period for response by tbeFl& elapsed over 30 days ago. In

consequence, given the short time untU the 2008 genenddection,Sdme^
but to take this action and to challenge Jemungs likewise to reveal her leqxmse

TTic Schneider complaint alleges that Jemingi withheld large amounts of taxes from salaried
campaign staff; failed to transmit them to the proper authorities, ajod instead us^
expenses mviolatkrn of the Federal Election Cam
Refiiim Act of 20(n (popularly kiio^ The
nHaannropniitiftn OK tunos TS saio jBeatty to nave imuiefl ODDOoenB) *™ ano> scnneiueT in panicuiar ™* m
1faeDemocnuc|iriinarieimFL13mboth2 More
than $100,000 is believed to be in line, and in some cases the taxes were not paMfo more than three
yean and across three election cycles.

Schneider filed her complaint in mid-March, 2008. She waited until after me House of
Representatives Committee on House Admimstratra, folfawi^
February against Jennmgs on her contest of the 2006 ekctionm which Vem Buchanan (10 was
declared me winner. ii*&**H\rfr*y ** wy. fadf <«•• «ff~*k~*y ««* *t ̂ v^nt^^wi y^fp
December 2007 and June 2008. During that time, due to a dispute between the Whhe House and the
Senate, the FEC bad only two mstead of me nornialskcomi^
The Coniimsion therefore lack^

Appbcable law provides mat a party aggrkvedbyn^iireoftheFECtoa^onaoomplaint
during the 120-day period after fifing *%iay file a petition wim the Umted States Distr^
District of Columbia" in order to force Onmrnssion action. &e 2 United States Code sec. 437g(aX8).
Although the delay hem may be doe to tircunstanoeB over whfch the FEC fo
control, SchneitopUms to fik such a petition mte She and her attorneys sin^ cannot
wah any longer, given the response tune accorded me E
before the November election mwhkhaUtfaieeparfl^

i - are again competing candidates.

Consequently, Schneider urges Jennings to disclose her response to the FEC oonroUrint. In the
2006 primary, Jennings spent hundreds of thousand^ of dbllan on attidL ads and brochure



an alleged $300 property tax dispute over a D.Cooodonniiiiim owned by Schneider. In so doing*
Jennings repeatedly insisted that die was simply "giving infonnatxm to voters." If Jennings natty
believes her own submissions, then she dirakl surety be wiling also to give votan
arguments concerning to own to
already been the subject of penalties by federal and stale taxation authorities (unlike to allegations
regarding SdmeiderX and tta are cunenfy Nevertheless, to date Jennings appears to
hre attempted to tick to tax troubles not
by failing to make required reports of disbursements.

To protect the interests of those involved iaacx^^
be kept confidential until a case is resolved *These provisions

T FEQ "prevent a complainant or reqpop^^
™ fgapnMe tn that fjnmpUintnrftnm ĝaging in cnnHimf tW ItmA* to tfu> pntilinafion «PmfimiMi»nn

^ contained in the complaint" See w*^^g«»fr^ge«fl«pc>M"^^
rvi While she did not issue press releases or make otto |HibHc statements upon filing to
<M complaint, Schneider sees no alternative to taldng advantage of the disdosureoptkn at this
^ time due to: (a) the delay ty the FEC of more than one mooth^
Q (h) fa* Krief pfTiorf ffffhiKtning ̂ fefg tflg BjpflnM>'g>C f̂ Wti"*!, (g) tfjg fiifit **yfl thf alleged

oo Jennings violatiom have alreury greatly iojur^
^ primaries and now the 2008 election), (d) the prior professed interest lytiieoppos^ candidate in

informing (actually, ousmfiarming} voters even as to matten
and (c) die feet Oat the Jennings campaign has already begim repeatedly hurting tax and otto
accusations at least at one otto opponent

As a lawyer herself Schneider chooses not to comment on tiie substance of ongoing prooeedmgs
before the FEC, otto than by disclosing the attached text of to conqJaint By contrast, the assodated
taxation violations by Jennings have already been nilediqion by federd and state tax auttoritiesan^
resulted in very substantial fines and penalties.

Accordingly, as to the Jennings tax abuses, Sdmdderobsenres that die finds it umore man
ironic" that, at the very time Jennings began brocKkastiiig to misteadmg and nasty attkks over a $3W
annual assessment, Jennings had actual knowledge timt to own caiiqnign had fiuled to pay much
larger amounts - thought to be over $100,000 - in oveidue taxes, interest and penalties, some for more
than three years. Schneider deems this "shameful hypocrisy** and points out that **we already have
enoiigh hypocrites in Congress.** *^orse still," she insists,^ the dissenrice to tiievot̂
Florida 13* O>ngressioiial District intoent in tte
indulged hi by Jennings and •!» Buchanan hi the last election."

Even against former Florida Secretary of State KatfaermeHanris, Schneider herself hu refused to
^"gpgff *** a*F!iwf^ia^giffg.t> SHg has frwtftHf iinriatgd "•* nmmf^g ^ the istpfs. In tids election,
Schneider is fighting to end the war in Iraq now, to pfevertsimiltf mistaken
our failing economy, to save the middle class, to promote smgtororernatfoiialh
support flirtto campaign finance reform, and to restore integrity to govenunent

Attachment - Complamt (MUR),drted March 10, 2008
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